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rivers, to find their way to life and fortune as best

they may? This would be to turn them loose to

die, or to relapse into the savagery of their ancestors.

But if we owned enough of Africa, desirable and

healthful parts of the continent, to furnish each

family a farm ; if, after getting them well settled, we

could secure them decent government ; if we could

make sure that they would not (except those who

died promptly) relapse into the heathenism from

which their ancestors were taken generations ago

by the cruel English and New-English sailors; if,

in a word, all the conditions of successful coloniza-

tion could be met, how are we to get them there ?

Suppose we take five hundred to the ship-load,

employ one hundred ships, and make two voyages

each year; we could, at this rate, get across one

hundred thousand annually. But they are born

faster than this. If, however, all the difficulties of

transportation could be overcome, the cruelty of

such a wholesale deportation would be equaled by

but one thing in their eventful history, namely, the

cruelty of bringing them from Africa as they were

brought by the slavers.

This, I think, may be settled down upon ; these

negroes, ever increasing, will, for the most part, stay

right where they are, in the South. But if they

should be, as is most unlikely, diffused with some-

thing like equality of distribution, throughout the

United States, the problem would be diffused, that


